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Proceedings of MedCLIVAR 2014 Conference

Understanding Climate Evolution and Effects on Environment and Societies in the Old World Region

METU, ANKARA, TURKEY

23-25 JUNE 2014

This special volume of the Journal of the Black Sea and Mediterranean Environment has been made possible by special privilege provided by TÜDAV the Turkish Marine Research Foundation. We, the conference organizers and co-editors, express our deepest felt gratitude to Bayram Öztürk, the chief editor of the journal, for his generous support, and as well to Arda Tonay, for handling the production during the leave, to Antarctica, of the chief editor. In addition to us, conference conveners Vincenzo Artale, Giovanni Zanchetta, Murat Türkeş, Gabriel Jordà, Elena Xoplaki, Levent Kurnaz, Andrea Toreti and Serge Planton shared the responsibility as guest co-editors for groups of papers. We also thank Riccardo Buccolieri ofUniversità del Salento and Tuğçe Gül of TÜDAV, serving as technical editors of this volume, for their careful and creative work.

The international MedCLIVAR 2014 Conference “Understanding Climate Evolution and Effects on Environment and Societies in the Old World Region” has been convened at the Cultural and Congress Center of the Middle East Technical University in Ankara during 23-25 June 2014. We thank METU (the Middle East Technical University, Ankara), for providing the venue and services, along with the EGU (European Geosciences Union), AEMET (Agencia Estatal de Meteorologia – State Meteorological Agency, Spain), CMCC (Centro Euro-Mediterraneo sui Cambiamenti Climatici – Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change, Italy), ENEA (Agenzia Nazionale per le Nuove Tecnologie, l’Energia e lo Sviluppo Economico Sostenibile – National Agency for New Technologies, Energy and Sustainable Economic Development, Italy), for providing generous support for the conference. The conference has been the last one in a series of other conferences, summer schools and courses carried out by the MedCLIVAR network of international scientists.

The conference included the following sessions: (1) paleoclimate and the human dimension, (2) the regional climate system: observations and process studies, (3) extreme events, (4) model simulations of climate variability and climate change, (5) impacts of natural and anthropogenic climate change and mitigation/adaptation strategies, covering a wide spectrum of regional mechanisms and problems associated with the earth’s climate, based upon up-to-date scientific methodology to understand and predict their environmental and societal effects.

The papers in this special volume are the short 4 page extended abstracts of the original scientific work presented at the conference. They constitute a subset of the conference contributions selected by the editors based on originality and relevance to the above program of the sessions.

We hope this publication in JMBSE will raise our common conscience, encourage and enhance climate research in Turkey as well as in Europe through an integrated research agenda dictated by the approaching climate risks and dangers, which are very real in the Old World region.
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